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AB  - This article examines the psychological impact of participating  
in sigmoidoscopy screening for colorectal cancer prevention. The 1st  
study examined psychological well-being at 3 months, in relation to  
screening outcome, in 4,153 individuals. The 2nd study used longitudinal data  
to examine changes in psychological functioning from before to after  
screening in relation both to screening outcome and baseline indicators  
of vulnerability. There were few psychological differences between those  
who had received negative results or had polyps detected. These  
findings were confirmed in the longitudinal study, which also found no  
evidence for vulnerability to adverse effects among those who were initially  
most anxious or who perceived their risk of cancer to be higher. The  
longitudinal data suggested that screening might produce transient  
positive effects. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2003 APA, all rights reserved)  
(journal abstract). 
 


