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Raci al differences in use of col onoscopy, signoidoscopy, and barium enema in
Medi care beneficiaries.
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Col orectal cancer is often diagnosed at a |l ater stage in blacks. W wanted to
know if racial differences existed in the use of tests for detection of

col orectal cancer. A 5% random sanple was obtained of all Medicare beneficiaries
with Part B coverage, aged 65 years and older and classified as white or bl ack
race. The nunbers of col onoscopies, flexible signpidoscopies, and bari um enenas
were deternined fromthe Physician/ Supplier file. Blacks were 18%less likely to
recei ve col onoscopy and 39% |l ess likely to receive flexible signpidoscopy after
controlling for age, sex, inconme, and access to care in a nultivariable |ogistic
regressi on nodel. Barium enena was not significantly different between the
races. Black nen had 25% | ower use of col onoscopy and 50% decr eased use of
flexible signmoidoscopy. Blacks receive | ess col onoscopy and flexible

si gnoi doscopy than whites. Black nen are particularly vulnerable to the

under -use of these tests.
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