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Cancer screening estimates for U S. netropolitan areas.
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To provide estinmtes of breast, cervical, and colorectal cancer screening for
metropolitan areas in the United States. Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance
System (BRFSS) data from 1997 to 1999 were rewei ghted and anal yzed for 69 U S
metropolitan areas for the receipt of a Papanicol aou (Pap) test (ages >/=18
years); nmanmnography (ages >/=40 years); fecal occult blood testing and

si gnoi doscopy (ages >/ =50 years). Stratified anal yses by denographics were
perfornmed for 25 nmetropolitan areas with popul ations of >/=1.5

mllion. Metropolitan estinmates ranged from 64.6%to 82.0% for mammography and
from77.2%to 91. 7% for Pap tests. There was much greater variability in
estimates for colorectal cancer screening, with a 3.6-fold difference in the
range of estimates for fecal occult blood testing (9.9%to 35.2% and a 2.5-fold
di fference for signpidoscopy (17.3%to 43.3%. In the 25 | argest areas,

preval ence of cancer screening was generally lower for persons with a high
school education or less and for those without health insurance. Conpared with
wonen aged 50 to 64 years, nmanmpgraphy estinmates were | ower for wonen aged 40 to
49 years in 13 of the 25 nmetropolitan areas. Pap testing was |ess conmon anpbng
wonen aged >/ =65 years, and col orectal cancer screening was |ess comon for
persons aged 50 to 64 years. Estinmates of cancer screening varied substantially
across netropolitan areas. Increased efforts to inprove cancer screening are
needed i n many urban areas, especially for colorectal cancer screening. The
BRFSS is a useful, inexpensive, and tinely resource for providing

met ropol i tan-area cancer screening estimtes and nay be used in the future to
gui de local or county-level screening efforts.
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