Li pkus, Isaac M Green, Lasonya G Marcus, Alfred

Mani pul ati ng perceptions of colorectal cancer threat: Inplications for screening

i ntenti ons and behaviors. Journal of Health Conmunication, 8(3) 2003, 213-228.
Tayl or & Francis, United Kingdom

PR - http://ww.tandf.co.uk

JU - http://ww.tandf.co.uk/journals/tf/10810730. ht n

As an exploratory pilot study to informa larger randonized trial on colorecta

cancer (CRC) screening, we used a four-group pre-post |ongitudinal design to test

whet her providing information about: 1) col orectal cancer risks (no/yes) and, 2)

the severity of treatnent and illness consequences (no/yes) affected CRC screening

intentions (i.e., fecal occult blood test/signoidoscopy) and behaviors at a six-

mont h foll ow up. The sanple consisted of 119 nmen and wonen aged 50 and ol der who

were of f schedule for having a fecal occult blood test (FOBT). Although

perceptions of CRC risks were not affected by the experinental manipul ations,

percei ved severity increased screening intentions for FOBT and | owered felt

anbi val ence towards FOBT. At the six-nonth follow up, 31% participants had a FOBT.

Partici pants who received severity information were significantly nore likely to

report having had a FOBT. These results suggest that: 1) nore attention needs to

be given to developing strategies to affect perception of CRC risk, and 2)

i ncreasing the perceived severity of CRCis an inportant construct to increase

FOBT screening. (Psycl NFO Dat abase Record (c) 2003 APA, all rights reserved).



