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OBJECTI VES: To conpare the use of preventive practices of Hispanic- and
African- Amreri can wonen aged 50 and ol der. DESIGN. A cross-sectional survey.
SETTI NG I npatient and outpatient units of a teaching hospital |ocated in
South Central Los Angel es. PARTI Cl PANTS: Conveni ence sanple of 337 wonmen aged
50 and ol der. MEASUREMENTS: Denographic and lifestyle characteristics and

sel ected preventive practices. Preventive practices reported were sel f-breast
exam nation, mammography, Papanicol aou (Pap) snear, digital recta

exam nation and stool occult bl ood exam nation, signoidoscopy,

chermopr ophyl axi s, and i mmuni zati on. Informati on was obtained in a face-to-
face interview. RESULTS: African-Anerican wonen were nore |ikely to have had
a Pap snear ever and to have used aspirin prophylaxis than Hi spani c wonen.
CONCLUSI ON: There were no nmjor differences in the use of preventive services
by the two ethnic groups except for Pap snmear and aspirin use. |mmunization
and col orectal cancer screening rates were low in African-Anerican and

Hi spani ¢ women.
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