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A | arge nunber of studies published |ast year in peer-reviewed nmedical journals
help to better define the advantages and limtations of the different options
for colorectal cancer screening. Direct col onoscopy screening appears to have
the greatest potential to markedly reduce both the incidence and nortality of
col orectal cancer, but many obstacles limting its wi despread use in the genera
at-risk population still exist, and nmany questions remain inconpletely answered.
Recent studies stress the fact that finding and resecting advanced adenomat ous
pol yps, and thereby preventing cancer, is beconming a prinmary objective of
screeni ng prograns. Several papers also show the potential of enmerging new

met hods of screening for specific markers in stool and for inmaging the colon

wi t h conput ed-t onogr aphi ¢ col onography (virtual col onoscopy). Other inportant
publications highlighted in this review deal with the diagnosis of colorecta
neopl asia, fam lial colorectal cancer, colorectal polyps and the

adenoma- carci nona sequence, and new and novel nethods of inproving the
efficiency and safety of col onoscopic pol ypectony.

PM D: 12510223 [ PubMed - in process]



